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OECD Business community growth forecasts
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China drives the global economy
- real GDP growth rates -
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Joblessness in Europe stubbornly high
- unemployment rates -
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Business climate mostly friendly 
- expectations for the next 6 months -
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Monetary policy on target
- evaluation of current monetary policies -
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Many countries are spending too much
- evaluation of current budget policies -
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Negative impact from oil prices
- evaluation of the impact on individual economies -

3

87

3
7

0
10
20
30
40
50

60
70
80
90

100

Very
Negatively

Negatively Not at all Positively

Source: BIAC Member Survey

P
er

ce
n

ta
g

e 
%

Oil price likely to remain high
- expectation for prices over next 3 years -
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2005 2006 2005 2006 2005 2006 2005 2006
Australia 2.5 3.0 2.7 3.0 4.0 3.5 5.0 5.0
Austria 1.7 1.8 2.4 2.1 1.8 1.7 5.1 5.1
Belgium 1.1 2.1 2.9 2.1 8.1 8.0
Canada 2.9 3.0 2.5 2.5 6.8 6.7
Czech Republic 5.0 5.1 1.9 2.0 4.9 3.2 8.9 8.8
Finland 1.7 4.1 1.0 1.6 2.5 1.5 8.3 8.0
France 1.5 1.5 1.8 1.6 10.0 9.7
Germany 0.9 1.3 1.9 2.1 4.5 2.4 10.7 10.3
Greece 3.5 3.6 3.3 2.9 3.3 3.5 10.5 9.8
Ireland 4.7 5.1 2.4 2.7 -1.1 1.0 4.2 4.6
Italy 0.2 1.0 2.1 2.0 7.9 7.7
Japan 2.2 2.0 -0.2 0.2 1.1 0.1 4.3 4.1
Mexico 3.1 3.5 3.7 3.0 2.1 3.9 3.5
Netherlands 0.5 2.5 1.5 1.0 6.8 6.3
New Zealand 4.2 2.2 2.8 3.0 3.0 3.7 4.2
Norway 4.0 3.0 1.3 1.8 4.4 4.0
Poland 3.3 4.3 2.1 1.5 1.0 1.7 17.7 16.9
Portugal 0.5 1.2 2.3 3.0 4.5 7.4 7.7
Slovak Republic 5.0 5.0 5.0 3.5 3.0 2.0 16.0 15.0
Spain 3.3 3.2 3.4 3.2 10.0 9.6
Sweden 2.3 2.6 0.4 0.6 3.5 2.0 5.8 4.9
Switzerland 1.4 1.7 1.1 1.0 1.0 0.9 3.8 3.6
Turkey 5.5 5.3 8.3 5.8 7.4 6.0 9.9 9.7
United Kingdom 1.9 2.2 2.0 2.0 2.8 2.3 4.8 4.8
United States 3.6 3.6 3.0 2.9 6.4 5.8 5.1 4.8
AVERAGE 2.5 2.7 2.2 2.1 3.4 2.7 6.3 6.1

Unemployment 
(%)

Country GDP 
(% change)

Inflation 
(% change)

Producer prices 
(% change)
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