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The United States Council for International Business (USCIB) welcomes the United 

States – Canada Beyond the Border Action Plan and strongly supports the proposals made 

within, which upon implementation will reduce costs and regulatory burdens, significantly 

enhance the flow of goods across our shared border, and facilitate trade between crucial trading 

partners.    

 

USCIB promotes open markets, competitiveness and innovation, sustainable 

development and corporate responsibility, supported by international engagement and prudent 

regulation.  USCIB’s vision and strength are provided by an active membership of over 300 

leading corporations and organizations, while our unique global network helps turn the vision 

into reality.  USCIB also provides a range of business services, including the ATA Carnet in 

partnership with U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), for temporary imports and exports, 

to facilitate overseas trade and investment. 

 

Nearly one million dollars in goods and services cross the U.S.-Canada border every 

minute, and 300,000 people cross daily for business and pleasure. Therefore, the effective 

implementation of the action plan is of great importance to USCIB.  We value the utmost 

importance of safety and security at our common border, and we welcome all steps taken toward 

a risk-based approach to security that will accelerate the legitimate flow of people, goods, and 

services between our two countries.   

 

USCIB applauds both governments for working with the private sector to develop and 

implement an aggressive action plan that will facilitate trade, and we offer the following 

suggestions and comments for successful implementation of the trade facilitation aspects of the 

Action Plan: 

 

Adopt a common framework for trusted trader programs that will align requirements, 

enhance member benefits, and provide applicants with the opportunity to submit one 

application to multiple programs. 

 USCIB strongly welcomes the proposal to adopt a common framework and “offer new 

benefits” for trusted trader programs, and we hope that the action plan will result in true 

mutual recognition of C-TPAT and PIP, which thus far has been limited to the validation 

process to join the programs.   

 The tier two focus on trade compliance and expedited border and accounting processes 

should result in joint action by both governments to achieve an end to unnecessary stops 

at the border.  Current procedures require every truck to stop at a border inspection booth 

to undergo questioning and physical scrutiny, and in most cases, the truck driver must 

shut off the engine at the primary booth.  This occurs despite the promise of FAST lanes 

 



and advanced transmission for commercial conveyances arriving at the border to result in 

expedited entry through faster processing.   

 The trade community would greatly benefit from the inclusion of all agencies with border 

control responsibilities in the trusted trader programs.  In the United States, agencies such 

as TSA, FDA, USDA, and FWS should recognize trusted traders in order to provide more 

efficiencies and greater facilitative benefits to highly compliant businesses.   

 Allowing the use of FAST lanes by FAST certified carriers that are carrying both FAST 

and non-FAST eligible shipments will significantly enhances the benefits of the FAST 

program, fit into the framework of a risk-based security model, and facilitate the flow of 

goods across the border.   

Provide a single window through which importers can electronically submit all information 

to comply with customs and other participating government agency regulations. 

 USCIB welcomes the implementation of a single window through which importers can 

submit all information to comply with government agency regulations, as this will 

significantly increase the efficiency of the border clearance process. We urge both 

governments to require only that information which is essential to the regulatory agency 

and purpose when implementing the single window process.   

Promote supply chain connectivity by harmonizing low-value shipment processes to 

expedite customs administration. 

 USCIB applauds both governments for striving to promote supply chain connectivity by 

harmonizing low-value shipment processes to expedite customs administration.  The 

United States has already begun the regulatory process required to raise its low-value 

shipment limit to the statutorily approved level of $2500, and we encourage CBP to 

finalize this process as quickly as possible in order to achieve harmonization of the U.S. 

and Canadian processes.   

 We urge both governments to work together to address the significant difference between 

the de minimis levels in the United States ($200) and Canada ($20).  USCIB strongly 

believes that the value of the trade facilitation benefits to both countries far outweighs the 

establishment of the current disparity.   


