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Unless otherwise noted all speakers are confirmed 

 

Day 1 – Monday September 12
th

, 2011 

 

11:00am – 11:45am – Registration 

 

11:45am – 12:00pm – Summit Opening Remarks and Objectives  

• Jay Timmons, President, National Association of Manufacturers  

• Jayson Myers, President & CEO, Canadian Manufacturers & Exporters 

 

12:00pm – 1:30pm – Canada/U.S. Global Economic Competitiveness and Integration 

• The Right Hon. Stephen Harper, Prime Minister of Canada (Invited) 

 

1:30pm – 2:00pm – Manufacturing and Business Opportunities in the U.S. 

• Barry  Johnson, Executive Director, SelectUSA, U.S. Department of Commerce 

 

2:00pm – 3:00pm – North American Energy Policy 

This panel will focus on North American energy policy including energy security, smart grid, business 

opportunities for manufacturers and necessary supportive government policies on energy and the environment.    

• Elise Allen, President & CEO, General Electric Canada 

• Lorraine Hariton, Special Representative for Commercial and Business Affairs, U.S. State Department 

 

3:00pm – 3:15pm – Networking Break 

 

3:15pm – 5:00pm – Canada/U.S. Regulatory Harmonization  

This panel will provide an update from the leaders of the Canada/U.S. Regulatory Cooperation Council as well as 

insights, priorities and lessons learned from company and sector efforts on regulatory harmonization.   

• Bob Hamilton, Canadian Lead from Regulatory Cooperation Council 

• Cass Sunstein, Special Advisor to the President, Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs (Invited) 

• Nancy Croitoru, President and CEO, Food and Consumer Products Canada 

• Michael Sheridan, Director Global Trade Strategy & Policy, Ford Motor Company 

 

6:00pm – Reception and Dinner 

North American Trade Policy – What are the impacts and implications on integrated manufacturing as trade 

agreements beyond NAFTA  

• Honourable Ed Fast, Minister for International Trade Canada 

• Gary Hufbauer, Peterson Institute for International Economics 

• Michael Hart, Simon Reisman Chair in Trade Policy, Professor of International Affairs, Carleton 

University 
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Day 2 – Tuesday September 13
th

, 2011 

 

 

8:00am – 9:15am – Breakfast Discussion 

• Honourable Christian Paradis, Minister of Industry Canada (Invited) 

• Grant Aldonas, Principal Managing Director, Split Rock International 

 

9:15am – 10:30am – Cross-Border Trade and Logistics 

This panel will provide an update from the leaders of the Canada/U.S. Beyond the Border Working Group as well 

as priorities from company and sector efforts improving trade security and compliance and reducing costs for 

cross-border supply chain logistics. 

• Daniel Restrepo, Special Assistant to the President and Senior Director For Western Hemisphere 

Affairs (Invited) 

• Simon Kennedy, Senior Associate Deputy Minister, Industry Canada 

• Kelly Johnson, Vice President, Government Affairs, Campbell Soup 

 

10:30am – 10:45am – Networking Break 

 

10:45am – 11:30am – Workplace Skills Development 

The Manufacturing Institute recently launched Manufacturing Skills Certification System across the U.S. to 

directly address the deficits in manufacturing education and training, which are limiting the pool of qualified 

candidates for high-quality manufacturing jobs.  This session will provide an overview of the Skills Certification 

System as a model for other industry sectors across North America. 

• Emily Stover DeRocco, President, The Manufacturing Institute 

 

11:30am – 1:00pm – Lunch 

 North American Technology and Innovation Agenda 

 

1:00pm – 2:00pm – What is our common cause? 

An open discussion on what the common cause agenda is for manufacturing in North America and specifically 

what priorities and issues we must address. 

• Jay Timmons, NAM 

• Jayson Myers, CME 

  

2:00pm – 3:00pm 

Our recommendations to governments – a discussion with Ambassadors 

• Gary Doer, Canadian Ambassador to the U.S. (Invited) 

• David Jacobson, U.S. Ambassador to Canada 

 

3:00pm – Concluding Remarks and Next Steps 

• Jay Timmons, NAM 

• Jayson Myers, CME 
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Summit Bios 

Grant D. Aldonas is the principal managing director of Split Rock International, a Washington, D.C. based 
trade and investment consulting firm he founded in 2006. Mr. Aldonas also serves as an adjunct professor of 
law and member of the board of directors of the Institute for International Economic Law at Georgetown 
University’s Law Center, and is a member of the board of directors of the Center for International Private 
Enterprise and the Information Technology and Innovation Foundation.  From 2001-2005, he was the U.S. 
Under Secretary of Commerce for International Trade. In that capacity, Mr. Aldonas served as “America’s 
Salesman,” promoting U.S. exports globally and managing a federal agency with a budget of $350 million and 
2,400 employees in 80 countries worldwide.  

 
Nancy Croitoru is President & CEO of Food & Consumer Products of Canada (FCPC), Canada’s largest 
association of food, beverage and consumer packaged goods companies.  Members of FCPC are Canadian-
operated companies that manufacture and market private label and national brands sold through retail and 
foodservice outlets.  The industry represents more than $89 billion sales annually and is the largest employer in 
the manufacturing sector in Canada.  FCPC applies legal, scientific, communications and political expertise to 
the vital trade, manufacturing, retail and public policy issues that face the industry. 
 
Nancy is also Co-Chair of the Consumer Goods Forum Global Liaison Group, an alliance of Consumer Goods 
Associations from around the world, working together on global issues and opportunities and providing strategic 
insight and support to the global Consumer Goods Forum.  
 
Prior to joining FCPC, Nancy was President of GCI Group Canada, a full-service public relations and public 
affairs agency. 
 

Emily DeRocco is president of The Manufacturing Institute, the non-profit, non-partisan affiliate of the National 
Association of Manufacturers. She was elected by The Manufacturing Institute’s Board of Trustees on March 5, 
2008. 

Since assuming this role, DeRocco has launched and implemented a strategic national agenda on education 
reform and workforce development, innovation support and services, and research on behalf of U.S. 
manufacturers. Under her leadership, the Institute has developed and deployed a system of nationally portable, 
industry-recognized Manufacturing Skills Certifications now influencing secondary and post-secondary 
education reform efforts in over 20 states; chaired the National Thought Leaders Forum on linking the nation’s 
high performance supercomputing capacity to manufacturers; and released leading-edge research including 
The Facts About Modern Manufacturing; The Innovation Imperative: How U.S. Manufacturing Can Restore Its 
Edge; The Manufacturing Industry’s Structural Cost Study; People & Profitability; and the first Annual Index of 
the Public Perception About Modern Manufacturing. 

Prior to this position, DeRocco was nominated by President Bush and confirmed by the U.S. Senate as the 
Assistant Secretary of Labor in 2001. She was responsible for managing a $10 billion investment in the nation’s 
workforce in her previous position. 

 
The Honourable Edward Fast was first elected to the House of Commons in 2006, and was re-elected in 2008 
and 2011. Currently he is Minister of International Trade and Minister for the Asia-Pacific Gateway. 
 
Prior to his appointment to the Ministry, Mr. Fast served as a member of the standing committees on Canadian 
Heritage and on Transport, Infrastructure and Communities, and as Chairman of the Standing Committee on 
Justice and Human Rights. 
 



Bob Hamilton was appointed Senior Associate Secretary of the Treasury Board in March 2011 and named by 
the Prime Minister as the lead Canadian on the Canada-US Regulatory Cooperation Council (RCC).  The RCC 
was established by the Prime Minister and President Obama in February 2011 to find ways to better align 
regulatory systems in the two countries.   
 
In January 2009, Bob was appointed Associate Deputy Minister of Environment Canada where he worked on 
Canada’s environment policies, including aligning Canadian and US greenhouse gas regulations for the 
automobile industry. 
 
In August 2008, Bob was appointed Associate Secretary of the Treasury Board, where he helped advance the 
public service management agenda and the government’s agenda to make government more efficient through 
initiatives such as the Web of Rules Action Plan and Strategic Reviews of departments. 
 
Lorraine Hariton was sworn in as the State Department’s Special Representative for Commercial and 
Business Affairs (CBA) on September 14, 2009. Her experience in innovation and entrepreneurship provides a 
unique perspective in addressing our global economic growth challenges. She is responsible for State 
Department outreach to the business community and commercial advocacy efforts. She works with the 
business community worldwide to ensure that commercial diplomacy efforts support U.S. foreign policy 
objectives. 
 
During her tenure, CBA has expanded cooperation and coordination with other trade promotion agencies and 
U.S. diplomatic posts overseas to support U.S. exporters and business interests in support of the President's 
National Export Initiative.  In her first year with CBA, Hariton oversaw the launch of the Global Entrepreneurship 
Program (GEP), a State Department-led effort to promote and spur entrepreneurship around the world. She has 
been instrumental in successful undertakings as the Palestinian Information Technology Initiative (PITI) and she 
chairs the U.S. delegation to the U.S.-Russia Innovation Council on High Technologies (ICHT). 
 
 
Michael Hart holds the Simon Reisman chair in trade policy at the Norman Paterson School of International 
Affairs at Carleton University in Ottawa, where he teaches courses on the laws and institutions of international 
trade as well as Canadian foreign policy. Professor Hart spent the 2004-5 academic year in Washington, DC, 
working on a book on Canadian foreign policy and the United States, as the Fulbright-Woodrow Wilson Center 
Visiting Research Chair in Canada-US Relations. Concurrently, he was also a Scholar-in-Residence in the 
School of International Service and a Senior Fellow in the Center for North American Studies at American 
University in Washington. 
 
He is a former official in Canada’s Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade, where he specialized 
in trade policy and trade negotiations. 
 
 
Gary Clyde Hufbauer, Reginald Jones Senior Fellow at the Washington D.C. based Peterson Institute for 
International Economic since 1992. This renowned institute is a private, nonprofit, nonpartisan research 
institution devoted to the study of international economic policy. Since 1981 the Institute has provided timely 
and objective analysis of, and concrete solutions to, a wide range of international economic problems. It is one 
of the very few economics think tanks that are widely regarded as "nonpartisan" by the press and "neutral" by 
the US Congress, and its research staff is cited by the quality media more than that of any other such institution. 
Mr. Hufbauer was formerly the Maurice Greenberg Chair and Director of Studies at the Council on Foreign 
Relations (1996–98), the Marcus Wallenberg Professor of International Finance Diplomacy at Georgetown 
University (1985–92), senior fellow at the Institute (1981–85), deputy director of the International Law Institute at 
Georgetown University (1979–81); deputy assistant secretary for international trade and investment policy of 
the US Treasury (1977–79); and director of the international tax staff at the Treasury (1974–76). He has written 
extensively on international trade, investment, and tax issues. 
 
 



Ambassador David Jacobson was sworn in as U.S. Ambassador to Canada on September 25, 2009, having 
been nominated by the President and unanimously confirmed by the Senate.  Before coming to Ottawa, 
Ambassador Jacobson served as Special Assistant to the President for Presidential Personnel. Prior to serving 
in the White House, Ambassador Jacobson spent 30 years as a lawyer in Chicago gaining expertise in the 
areas of complex commercial, class action, securities, insurance and business litigation as a partner at the law 
firm Sonnenschein, Nath & Rosenthal LLP. 
 
 
Barry Johnson serves as the Executive Director of SelectUSA within the U.S. Department of Commerce. 
Established in June 2011 by Executive Order of the President, SelectUSA is a government-wide initiative to 
encourage, facilitate and accelerate business investment by both domestic and foreign firms in the United 
States.   
 
Prior to leading SelectUSA, Johnson was a senior policy advisor at the department’s Economic Development 
Administration, where he focused on smarter use of federal resources to support the development of 21

st
 

century communities where innovation, business investment and job creation flourish. 
 
 
Kelly Johnston joined Campbell Soup Company in July 2002 as Vice President-Government Affairs. He 
coordinates activities and relationships with local, state, federal, and international government legislative and 
regulatory agencies, as well as the company’s participation in trade associations.  
 
Previously, Kelly spent nearly 25 years in Washington, DC, in several leadership positions within the executive 
and legislative branches of the federal government, politics, and the trade association world.  He was Executive 
Vice President for Government Affairs and Communications at the National Food Processors’ Association 
(NFPA), now GMA, serving as chief federal and state legislative and political affairs representative and chief 
media spokesperson for nearly 6 years.  
 
From 1995 to 1997, he was the Secretary of the U.S. Senate, the Senate’s chief legislative, financial and 
administrative officer. Kelly has also served as Staff Director of the Senate Republican Policy Committee; 
Deputy Assistant Secretary, Public Affairs in the U.S. Department of Transportation; and chief of staff or press 
secretary to three different Members of Congress. 
 

 

Simon Kennedy was appointed by Prime Minister Stephen Harper as Canada’s representative on the Canada-
U.S. Beyond the Border Working Group.  

The Working Group was established by Prime Minister Harper and President Barack Obama on February 4, 
2011, when they issued a joint Declaration on a Shared Vision for Perimeter Security and Economic 
Competitiveness.  The Declaration establishes a new long-term partnership that will accelerate the legitimate 
flows of people and goods between both countries, while strengthening security and economic competitiveness.   

In addition to his responsibilities on the Beyond the Border Working Group, Mr. Kennedy is the Senior Associate 
Deputy Minister of Industry Canada, a position to which he was appointed on September 1, 2010.  In this role, 
he is responsible for co-management of this federal government department, overseeing policies and programs 
of importance to Canada’s national competitiveness. 
 
 
Jayson Myers is the President and CEO of Canadian Manufacturers & Exporters, Canada’s largest industry 
and trade association. He is also the Chair of the Canadian Manufacturing Coalition, a coalition of over 43 
industry associations that have come together to speak with a common voice on priority issues for Canada’s 
Manufacturing sector. 
 
Mr. Myers is a well-known economic commentator, and is widely published in the fields of Canadian and 
international economics, technological and industrial change.  As CME’s Chief Economist, he led the 
association’s Manufacturing 20/20 initiative, the largest cross-country consultation ever convened by Canada’s 
business community on the future of manufacturing in Canada. He has been recognized by 
consulting firm Watson Wyatt as the most accurate economic forecaster in Canada. 

 



Michael S. Sheridan was appointed Director of Global Trade Strategy and Policy for Ford Motor Company 
(Washington, DC), effective May 1, 2006.  In his role, working within International Governmental Affairs, Mr. 
Sheridan leads Ford's global trade strategy activities as well as the Governmental Affairs Offices for Ford in 
Canada, Mexico and South America. 

Mr. Sheridan is on the Board of Directors of the National Foreign Trade Council, the Canadian American 
Business Council and an active member of the American Automotive Policy Council and the Council of the 
Americas.   

Mr. Sheridan joined Ford Motor Company of Canada, Limited in 1987 after receiving a Bachelor of Commerce 
degree from St. Michael’s College and an M.B.A. from the University of Toronto. 

 
Jay Timmons is president and CEO of the National Association of Manufacturers (NAM), the largest 
manufacturing association in the United States representing small and large manufacturers in every industrial 
sector. He became NAM president in January 2011. 
 
Prior to his appointment as NAM president, Mr. Timmons was executive vice president beginning in 2008. In 
2005, he joined the NAM as senior vice president of policy and government relations. 
 
His previous experience includes serving as Chief of Staff to Congressman, Governor and Senator George 
Allen (R-VA) from 1991 to 2002, and a term as executive director of the National Republican Senatorial 
Committee during the 2004 election cycle. When he first came to Washington in the 1980s, he served as press 
secretary to Congressman Jim Martin (R-NC) and later Alex McMillan (R-NC). 
 
 
 


