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USCIB CROSSCUTTING POLICY BRIEF

Biodiversity & Nature-Based Solutions

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
The U.S. business community strongly supports environmental stewardship and sustainable use of natural resources
as set out in the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Biodiversity is essential to planetary and human health;
every essential service of nature relies on biodiversity, whether on land or marine, such as clean air and water, food
security, and genetic materials, which could offer cures and treatments for health challenges and many others.
We welcome growing international attention to “nature-based” solutions to transboundary environmental challenges.
Business innovation for sustainability is offering nature-based solutions as opportunities for new products and to
reduce the impact of processing and production methods. Nature-based solutions have demonstrated their ability to
contribute to climate adaptation and carbon sequestration and to offer new livelihoods and economic opportunities,
especially in biodiversity-rich developing countries.
We encourage the Administration to prioritize biodiversity and nature-based solutions in its international policy
engagement, including in the run up to the UN Convention on Biological Diversity (UN CBD) 15th Conference of
the Parties later this year. We also encourage the Administration to work in partnership with U.S. business in tackling
marine pollution and clamping down on trade in endangered species, looking ahead to the UN Environment Assembly
in 2022 and the 50th anniversary of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP).
A key element of this integrated biodiversity and nature-based solution strategy should be to identify incentives and
enabling frameworks for private sector innovation, whether in renewable energy sources, environmentally preferable
products or in other areas of the bio-economy. “Nature-based solutions” should be deﬁned clearly and inclusively
to encompass a broad range of options without disqualifying GMOs, biotechnology, chemicals or other new and
emerging technologies that can reduce impacts on biodiversity and advance implementation or other multilateral
environmental agreements.

The bottom-line is simple: we can no longer ignore or take eco-systems and habitats for granted. We must do more
to understand and protect them, to avoid dangerous tipping points and head off future health and environmental
crises. In addition, as part of synergies across recovery and sustainability, we encourage the Administration to pursue
nature-positive outcomes through enabling frameworks for private sector innovation and engagement, especially
relating to food security, access to energy and the creation of sustainable livelihoods through enabling frameworks of
international cooperation, science-based regulation and market-oriented approaches.

CONTEXT & BACKGROUND:
The UN Convention on Biological Diversity is developing a post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF) to be
adopted at COP15 later this year. The current post-2020 GBF draft envisions wide-reaching targets on access and
beneﬁt sharing, sustainable consumption and production, plastics waste management, climate change and other areas
of economic activity. In that regard, we point out numerous important undeﬁned terms, such as “negative impacts
on biodiversity” and the lack of baselines for several proposed targets that will be counter-productive to actual
implementation and tracking.
U.S. companies of every sector, size and nationality are integrating SDGs and other sustainability targets into their
business, policy and management and partnerships; a crucial element of this multi-faceted approach is related to
nature and biodiversity.
The UN Environment Assembly in 2022 and subsequent “Stockholm+50” commemoration are important intergovernmental deliberations in which nature-based solutions and business engagement will also be essential.

USCIB STAKE & VALUE ADD:
USCIB is ready to work with the Administration, Parties and other stakeholders relevant to UN CBD in the
development of the post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework. USCIB is a multi-sectoral business group with standing
at the UN CBD, ongoing engagement in the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC),
UNEP and on the SDGs and a valued, ongoing working relationship with the State Department. USCIB also serves as
the sole U.S. afﬁliate of the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC), Business at OECD (BIAC) and the International
Organization of Employers (IOE).
USCIB welcomes:
• references to the private sector in the draft post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF) reﬂecting the
important role business plays alongside governments and other stakeholders.
• supports the deﬁnition of concrete and measurable objectives and recommends a prioritized focus on
biodiversity, ecosystem protection and sustainable use and the encouragement of nature-based solutions.
However, some proposed GBF targets are outside the scope of biodiversity; they are either too broad or aim to
address issues under management in other multilateral environmental agreements and deliberations. The post-2020
Global Framework targets should concentrate on biodiversity and avoid expanding into climate change, plastic waste
and other issues. Moreover, some draft GBF targets seem impractical to deﬁne or track or lack benchmarks. Targets
should be rigorous, science-based, and encourage innovation.

CONCRETE STEPS:
USCIB encourages the Administration to:
• Strengthen collaboration with U.S. business relating to developing U.S. positions for UN CBD and UNEA
to avoid burdensome or redundant targets and advance opportunities for innovation through nature-based
solutions, such as biotechnology and genetic modiﬁcation.
• Launch dialogue with the private sector on promoting innovation through nature-based solutions through trade
and appropriate intellectual property rights protection.
• Include a private sector observer in U.S. government delegations to relevant CBD meetings and COP15.
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